






The ice was broken the same year by Rudolf Gnägi, head of the federal department of 

transport and energy, who travelled to the Soviet Union for the inauguration of the 

scheduled Swissair flight between Zurich and Moscow. There weren't any diplomatic talks, 

but the trip involved representing Switzerland and a precedent had been set. 

'Greater openness' 

In the following months a project for Spühler's trip to Romania took shape within the 

political department. 

"Romania was particularly interesting for Switzerland because it was part of the Warsaw 

Pact but it followed a line that was very independent from Moscow," Bürgisser said. 

Spühler arrived in Bucharest on the evening of April 18. The next day he [2r. met his 

Romanian counteq;2art Corneliu Manescu. The talks focused on the planned conference 

on security in Europe. 

Other bilateral and international political issues were addressed in talks with Prime 

Minister Ion Gheorghe Maurer and leader of the Romanian Communist Party Nicolae 

Ceau�escu, who was also president of the State Council. 

From the point of view of bilateral relations, the visit of the Swiss foreign minister to 

Bucharest had a relatively modest impact. 

"However, Spühler's journey marked the beginning of a normalisation of Swiss foreign 

policy," according to Sacha Zala, director of Dodis. 

"lnvolvement in the conference on security and co-operation in Europe was a decisive 

step in the evolution of Swiss foreign policy towards greater openness." 

(Translated from ltalian and German by Thomas Stephens) 


